CHAPTER VII
THE   ATTACK   UPON   ORTHODOXY
The World has fallen a prey to rogues because men, concerned to get into
Paradise, bear their humiliations instead of revenging them.—machiavelli.
the protest against the social conditions which prevailed in
England during the last decade of the nineteenth and the first
decade of the twentieth century took the separate forms of (i) a
revolt against religious orthodoxy and ecclesiastical institutions,
and (2) a passionate campaign against the capitalist system. The
assault on orthodoxy was conducted in the main by the radical
secularist; the attack on capitalism by both religious and free-
thinking social democrats. These two attacking forces were only
unconsciously brothers in arms, for the relationships existing
between them were always strained and were frequently bitter.
The secularists insisted that there could be no substantial social
progress until the power of the priest and the Church, with their
endeavours to divert the attention of poverty-stricken men from
their earthly sufferings to the problematical consolations of a better
world beyond the skies, had been broken. They insisted that if
men continued to believe that this troubled world was merely a
temporary and tiresome prelude to an eternity of bliss, the worker
would continue to tolerate its hardships.
The social democrats, on the other hand, declared that Christian
orthodoxy was already derelict and would soon disappear, and that
by attacking it, the secularists were themselves guilty of diverting
the attention of the workers from the one thing that mattered—
the destruction of the capitalist system, and the establishment of an
organized social democracy.
As I was then one of the few active workers who belonged to
both parties, a good deal of my time was devoted to the somewhat
hopeless task of trying to make peace between them. I had no
doubt that up to a certain point the secularists were right in the
position they took* As I explained in the preceding chapter, it
appeared to me to be a necessary condition of social progress that
men should completely renounce the belief that earthly ills were
91

